
Welcome to the 
NSF Biosketch & 
SciENcv webinar!

The webinar will 
begin shortly.

● Please mute your 
microphone and turn off 
your video

● During the webinar, please 
use the chat function to 
ask questions
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The NSF Biosketch & 
SciENcv

July 20, 2020
Joanna Thielen | she/her | Biomedical Engineering Librarian 
Art, Architecture & Engineering Library | jethiele@umich.edu

Navigate Team | navigate-research@umich.edu
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All presentation 
materials will be 

available in a few 
days (announced 

in a RAPid 
newsletter). 

● RAPid newsletter →  link to 
access the handout, slides, 
and a webinar recording

● All attendees: You’ll also 
receive a post-webinar 
survey. Thanks in advance for 
completing it!
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Today’s 
webinar

● Creating a biosketch for an 
NSF grant proposal

● Using SciENcv to create a 
biosketch
○ Live demo of SciENcv

● Q&A
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Creating a biosketch for an 
NSF grant proposal
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What is a biosketch?

● Describes the training and 
expertise that each senior 
personnel brings to proposed 
project 

● Required by many funding agencies 

Sample NSF biosketch created in SciENcv, a research biosketch profiling service
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NSF Biosketch
● Two page limit
● Different requirements from an NIH biosketch

○ You can’t reuse an NIH biosketch for an NSF grant proposal!
● Four major sections

○ Professional Preparation
○ Appointments
○ Products
○ Synergistic Activities 

● More info on requirements: 
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappg20_1/pappg_2.jsp#IIC2f
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Professional Preparation

Education & training

Sample Professional Preparation section of an NSF biosketch in SciENcv, a research biosketch profiling service 8



Appointments

List of academic, professional or institutional appointments

Sample Appointments section of an NSF biosketch in SciENcv, a research biosketch profiling service
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Products
● List:

○ up to 5 products related to proposed project 
○ up to 5 products NOT related to proposed project

● Products = 
○ YES: articles (including preprints), datasets, software, patents, 

copyrights
○ NO: manuscripts/drafts not yet submitted to a journal, invited lectures, 

list of other publications 
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Products - continued

Sample Products 
section of an NSF 
biosketch  in SciENcv, 
a research biosketch 
profiling service
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Products - continued

Sample Products section of an NSF biosketch in SciENcv, a research biosketch profiling service, showing how to selects specific products 
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Products - continued

Sample My Bibliography in NCBI 13



Synergistic Activities 

● Describe up to 5 examples that show the broader impact of your 
professional and scholarly activities 

● From NSF: these activities can include “innovations in teaching and 
training; contributions to the science of learning; development and/or 
refinement of research tools; computation methodologies and 
algorithms for problem-solving; development of databases to support 
research and education; broadening the participation of groups 
underrepresented in STEM; and service to the scientific and 
engineering community outside of the individual’s immediate 
organization.”
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Synergistic Activities - continued 

Sample Synergistic Activities section of an NSF biosketch  in SciENcv, a research biosketch profiling service 15



Using SciENcv to create a 
biosketch
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What is SciENcv?
● Science Experts Network Curriculum Vitae: researcher biosketch profile 

service
● How to access: ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
● Why use SciENcv?

○ Free online tool through NCBI
○ Create multiple biosketches for different funding agencies, different 

research projects, etc.
○ Does the formatting for you
○ Ability to designate a delegate i.e. another person who can 

access/modify your biosketch
○ Pull information from external sources 17

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/


October 5, 2020
Date when all biosketches for NSF proposals 
must created in SciENcv or NSF’s fillable PDF. 
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https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/nsfapprovedformats/biosketch.pdf


Resources on using SciENcv

● Previous Navigate Team webinar on using SciENcv to create NIH biosketches 
(including slides and step by step guide): 
https://orsp.umich.edu/training-workshops/navigate-webinars-past-sessions

● Step by step guide on using SciENcv to create NSF biosketches: 
https://bit.ly/NSF-SciENcv-Guide
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https://orsp.umich.edu/training-workshops/navigate-webinars-past-sessions
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Demo of SciENcv
How to access: ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/

Feel free to create an account and follow along!
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Questions?
After the webinar, please contact the Navigate Team: 

navigate-research@umich.edu 
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