
  
    Skip to main content
  

    
  

        
        
    

    Enterprise

  
  
    
   closeExplore MResearch	Toggle menu item descriptions  closeOffice of Research
	OVPR Units
	Research & Sponsored Projects
	Research Ethics & Compliance
	eResearch
	Finance-Sponsored Programs





  





    Enterprise

  
  
    
  As the nation’s largest public research university, the Office of the Vice President for Research (OVPR) aims to catalyze, support and safeguard U-M research and scholarship activity.

	Contact



The Office of the Vice President for Research oversees a variety of interdisciplinary units that collaborate with faculty, staff, students and external partners to catalyze, support and safeguard research and scholarship activity.


ORSP manages pre-award and some post-award research activity for U-M. We review contracts for sponsored projects applying regulatory, statutory and organizational knowledge to balance the university's mission, the sponsor's objectives, and the investigator's intellectual pursuits.
	Contact



Ethics and compliance in research covers a broad range of activity from general guidelines about conducting research responsibly to specific regulations governing a type of research (e.g., human subjects research, export controls, conflict of interest).


eResearch is U-M's site for electronic research administration. Access:  Regulatory Management (for IRB or IBC rDNA  applications); Proposal Management (eRPM) for the e-routing, approval, and submission of proposals (PAFs) and Unfunded Agreements (UFAs) to external entities); and Animal Management (for IACUC protocols and ULAM).


Sponsored Programs manages the post-award financial activities of U-M's research enterprise and other sponsored activities to ensure compliance with applicable federal, state, and local laws as well as sponsor regulations. The Office of Contract Administration (OCA) is also part of the Office of Finance - Sponsored Programs.
	Contact
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Approved NDA Templates

ORSP provides U-M's standard agreements and templates on the Standard Templates and Agreements page. Download and share these approved template agreements with potential research collaborators.

When routing an UFA to ORSP: 


	ORSP PRs need to know if the PI has reviewed and agreed to the activities described in the UFA or PAF before attempting to negotiate. 
	ORSP will return any UFA or PAF record for a contract if the PI signature is missing from it.
	Once approved and signed by the PI, ORSP will review and negotiate the agreement and have it signed on behalf of the University. 
	Faculty, chairs, and departmental administrators do not have the authority to sign these agreements on behalf of the University. See U-M Standard Practice Guide (SPG) 601.24. Please work with ORSP.  



  
    Unfunded agreements have no associated external funding support. These agreements include items like NDAs, DUAs, MTAs, and other agreements. An "UFA" is a record in eResearch associated with these unfunded agreements.

  

Agreements are Legal Obligations


A contract or agreement involves promise(s) for which the performance is recognized as a legal obligation. Each contract document contains a performance obligation such as a statement of work (SOW) or a description of the services to be provided. The obligation should be drafted with great care, for failure by the University or contractor to deliver the results promised, or to perform what is defined in the SOW, is a breach of contract. All are legal contracts between two parties.


How to route an UFA to ORSP


All UFAs are routed for review and approval in the eResearch Proposal Management (eRPM) system.  


To start a new UFA log into the eRPM system and click the button labeled "Create New UFA." Additionally, contact your ORSP project representative if you need a research-related agreement. If your U-M research will involve interactions with or funding from industry, ORSP will negotiate and sign your contracts on behalf of the University.


ORSP is committed to effectively and efficiently managing the contractual aspects of your research collaborations to advance research. See our mission.


Standard Templates and Agreements


Listed in the table below are types of unfunded agreements and who at U-M handles them, including Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs), Data Use Agreements (DUAs), Material Transfer Agreements (MTAs), and Other Agreements. Please also see our Standard Templates and Agreements for Download.


	Type of Agreement	Description	Handled by
	
			Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs)


			


			 


			 

				
			A non-disclosure agreement (NDA) ensures that certain information disclosed in discussions are kept confidential and are only used for the limited purposes defined in the NDA. NDAs can also be referred to as confidentiality agreements (CA), or proprietary information agreements (PIA).


			Looking for a sample NDA? Visit our Standard Agreements and Templates page.


			Additional information regarding NDAs is here. Information regarding the Michigan Freedom of Information Act is here. Michigan FOIA. Also see the U-M Research Ethics and Compliance policy on the Research Integrity  for further guidelines regarding acceptance and use of confidential information.

				
				ORSP negotiates and signs NDAs that are primarily related to research or research agreements.

				 
	The U-M Innovation Partnerships negotiates and signs NDAs that are primarily related to technology transfer, including potential licenses and options of U-M patents and software.

				 
	Where discussions with another party relate to both potential research or tech transfer, either ORSP or U-M Innovation Partnerships may handle it, but should depend upon which activity resulting from the confidential discussions is more prevalent or likely. 


	
			Data Use Agreements (DUAs)


			

				
			A DUA is needed any time there will be a transfer of data, a dataset or software that is non-public or is otherwise subject to restrictions on its use, a DUA may or may not consist of human subject data. Examples of DUAs include:


				Data sharing agreements
	Data license agreements
	Access agreements
	Business Associate Agreements (BAA)

	
				Handled by ORSP Data Sharing processes. 


	
			Material Transfer Agreements (MTAs)


			

				
			Use an MTA when sending or receiving physical materials or software to/from a non-U-M entity. 


			For further information about MTAs, please refer to the U-M Innovation Partnerships MTA website.

				
				MTAs are handled by the U-M Innovation Partnerships.


	
			Other Agreements


			

				
			This category is a catchall for UFAs that do not fall into the above categories. Examples include:


				Teaming agreements  
	Memoranda of understanding
	Unfunded collaboration agreements
	Facility access agreements
	Visiting researcher agreements
	Vehicle and equipment loan agreements
	International research agreements

	
			With the following exception, ORSP handles all other unfunded agreement types. 


				Unfunded international agreements meant to formalize institutional relationships between U-M and a foreign institution or governmental entity (e.g., international education or affiliation agreements, student mobility programs, and visiting scholar arrangements) should be processed through the Office of the Vice Provost for Global and Engaged Education using the process described at Pre-Departure Planning Lists. 
	
				ORSP reviews draft agreements or other award documents and negotiates mutually acceptable terms and conditions, as necessary. This process can take time.
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          What is an Unfunded Agreement?  
  
          Generally, an unfunded agreement refers to a research-related agreement that does not have incoming dollars attached. U-M faculty researchers often engage in activities or collaborations that do not involve funding from Sponsors. These activities may include preliminary confidential discussions with potential research sponsors, requests for research materials from external sources, or data sharing consortiums. 



    

  
      
          What are 'unfunded research activities'?  
  
          Unfunded research activities are generally carried out under written contracts that set out each of the parties’ expectations and specific responsibilities. Coordination of unfunded research activities can be complex, and some may require University approvals for the use of University property, space, faculty effort, students, or compliance committee approvals for protocols involving human or animal subjects. UFAs are integrated into eRPM to allow the research community to more easily link corresponding agreements, monitor the status of UFA agreements, and communicate with administrative home and central offices.



    

  
      
          How does the unfunded agreement process work in eResearch?  
  
           


	Familiar Format - The UFA system functions much like Proposal Approval Forms (PAFs) used to route sponsored research proposals in eRPM. Each type of UFA is an electronic smart form in eRPM (similar to the PAF worksheet) that is used to obtain administrative approval for an unfunded activity.
	Streamlined Workflow - Research Administrators and Principal Investigators no longer need to identify a central office project representative for UFAs. The UFA system routes your agreement based on smart form input.
	Paperless - The UFA system uses a smart form that eliminates the need to route paper. There will be no need to complete a material transfer form nor a need to obtain written signatures from the units or schools before submitting the request via eRPM.
	Broader Visibility and Access - As with PAFs, the approval status, agreement revisions and correspondence will be visible in the record. Track status of approvals, review and monitor negotiation activity, and upload communications and documents directly into the UFA file.
	Downloadable Templates - In an effort to better serve the research community and save them time and effort, ORSP provides downloadable standard agreement templates.



    

    

  
  
  
  
  
  

  





    References and Resources

  
  
    
        
  
  
      
          	  
          
Standard Templates and Agreements for Download    
          ORSP provides U-M's standard agreements and templates on this page. Download and share these approved template agreements with potential research collaborators.
  
	  
          
eResearch Quick Reference Card - Unfunded Agreements (UFAs) PI/Project Team    
          This is a quick reference card created by U-M Information Technology Services (ITS) for use on the eResearch Proposal Management (eRPM) system. 
  
	  
          
Proposal Management Website:  PI Sign UFA Reference Guide (ITS eResearch Documentation)     
          Before the final agreement can be executed, the Contact PI must “sign” the UFA and a corresponding Conflict of Interest Statement before routing to ORSP. This process is completed using the Sign UFA activity in the UFA workspace and, again, this must be signed by the PI in advance of ORSP review.
  
	  
          
Proposal Management: Unfunded Agreements (UFA) Query (ITS Documentation for eResearch)    
          For use by central offices.
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          Contact the Private Sponsors Team with any questions.
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        Newsletter Signup      

      You can signup to receive The RAP newsletter and RAPid alerts.

          

  



  

  
    
          

  
                  
      
        How can ORSP help?      

      Some gifts and fellowships do not require ORSP processing. Some grants do. ORSP also helps with contracts and agreements. Determine what you are working with and what ORSP supports.

          

  



  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  

  


  

              
    

    News Spotlight
  
  
    
        
  
  
      
          	  
          DOJ JustGrants Checklist  
  
          DOJ recently shared an Application Submission Checklist with step-by-step support for JustGrants, DOJ's grants management system. As a reminder, applications to DOJ involve a two-step process: ...  
  
          March 12, 2024
  

	  
          FY 2024 NIH Grants Policy Statement will be issued in March  
  
          NIH announced that the FY 2024 NIH Grants Policy Statement (NOT-OD-24-069) will be issued in March https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-24-069.html (Last month we shared links to...  
  
          March 12, 2024
  

	  
          Grants.gov outage -- Will be down on 4/22  
  
          The Grants.gov Program Management Office announced that the production site will be down on Monday, April 22, 2024. Please plan accordingly. 



			Date
			
			
			Scope
			
			
			Details...  
  
          March 12, 2024
  

	  
          Spring 2024 NSF Grants Conference  
  
          Date: June 3-5, 2024
	Location: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The hybrid conference will meet at and stream from the Philadelphia Marriott Old City.
  
  
          March 12, 2024
  

	  
          Faculty Honorifics Newsletter   
  
          The Faculty Honorifics Office recently launched a newsletter to encourage broad awareness of and encourage submissions for upcoming honorifics and awards.  
  
          March 12, 2024
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    Events & Workshops
  
  
    
        
  
  
      
          	  
          eRPM Proposal Prep and Unit Review - 4/16/24  
  
          Register for instructor-led, hands-on training conducted by ITS. This session covers the process of preparing and submitting proposals using the eResearch Proposal Management (eRPM) system, including...  
  
          April 16, 2024 1:00 PM
  

	  
          eRPM Proposal Prep and Unit Review - 6/5/24  
  
          Register for instructor-led, hands-on training conducted by ITS. This session covers the process of preparing and submitting proposals using the eResearch Proposal Management (eRPM) system, including...  
  
          June 5, 2024 1:00 PM
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